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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
1- Q Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. . Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box n Observations where unity of invention is lacldng (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 



(see extra sheet) 



1. I X I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 

claims. 

2. I [ As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 

3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 

only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. I I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remaric on Protest [ | The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

I X I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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The matter coimnon to claims 1 to 19 is, as is described in claim 1, 
""A thermal recording material, which comprises (a) a transparent film,, 
(b) a thermal recording layer which is formed on one surface of said 
transparent film and comprises an electron donating compoundr an electron 
accepting compound and an adhesive, (c) a protective layer which is formed 
on said thermal recording layer and comprises an aqueous resin defined 
in the specification as a primary component, and (d) a backing layer 
which is formed on the other surface of said transparent film and comprises 
a pigment and an adhesive, wherein the backing layer contains spherical 
resin particles having a volume average particle diameter of 2 to 15 
]m in an amount of 0.2 to 5.0 mass % relative to the backing layer''. 
A search has revealed that this common matter (the thermal recording 
material according to claim 1) is not novel, because it is described 
in documents US 5593983 A (Fuji Photo Co., Ltd) 14 January, 1997 (14.01.97) 
and JP 10-193796 A (Ricoh Co., Ltd.) 28 July, 1998 (28.04.98). 

This common matter 1 is not a special technical feature in the meaning 
of PCT Rule 13. 2, the second sentence. 

Therefore, there is no matter being common to all the claims. 

Since there is no other matter which is common to all the claims and 
is considered to be a special technical feature in the meaning of PCT 
Rule 13. 2, the second sentence, there is no special technical feature 
inthemeaningof PCTRule 13- 2, the second sentence, among those different 
inventions. Therefore, the technical linkage in the meaning of PCT Rule 
13. 1 cannot be found among those different inventions. 

Accordingly, claims 2 to 19 describe the following seven inventions: 

1. claim 2; the thermal recording material according to claim 1, wherein 
said backing layer has a specified average thickness, 

2. claims 3 to 5; the thermal recording material according to claim 
1, wherein said backing layer contains a specified adhesive, 

3. claims 6 to 8; the thermal recording material according to claim 
1, wherein said preventive layer contains a specified adhesive, 

4. claims 9 to 13; the thermal recording material according to claim 
1, wherein said preventive layer contains a specified type of lubricating 
agent or the like, 

5. claims 14 to 17; the thermal recording material according to claim 
1, wherein said thermal recording layer contains a specified type of 
adhesive or the like, 

6. claim 18; the thermal recording material according to claim 1, 
wherein said transparent film has a specified range of thickness, and 

7. claim 19; the thermal recording material according to claim 1, 
wherein 

said material has a limited range of haze. 

The international search was carried out for the inventions 1 and 
2 firstly described, and a partial search report for claims 18 and 19 
was also prepared 

before the request of an additional fee, since the additional search 
could be done with a little additional burden. 
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